
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TOWN OF MINT HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 

September 12, 2019 

 

The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Mint Hill met in regular session on Thursday, 

September 12, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the John M. McEwen Assembly Room, Mint Hill Town Hall. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Mayor: Ted H. Biggers, Jr. 

Commissioners: Mike Cochrane, Carl M. Ellington, Dale Dalton and Richard Newton  

Town Attorney: Kevin Bringewatt 

Town Manager: Brian L. Welch 

Deputy Town Manager: Lee Bailey 

Engineer: Steve Frey 

Planning Director: John Hoard 

Fire Chief: David Leath 

Police Chief: Tim Ledford 

Town Clerk: Michelle Wells 

 

CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE 

Mayor Biggers called the meeting to order, ruled a quorum present and the meeting duly 

constituted to carry on business. Following the invocation offered by Commissioner Dalton, 

Mayor Biggers led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

Addition, Deletion or Arrangement of Agenda Items:  Deputy Manager Bailey asked to remove 

Item D Accept Proposed Changes to Chapter 16-Parades Processions and Demonstrations, and 

Chapter 18-Parks and Recreation from the consent agenda so Staff may correct a few grammatical 

errors and alter the fee schedule.  He stated Staff would bring it back to the Board at a later date. 

 

Approve Minutes of the August 8, 2019 Regular Meeting:  Upon the motion of Commissioner 

Cochrane, seconded by Commissioner Ellington, the Board unanimously approved the minutes of 

the August 8, 2019 Regular Meeting. 

 

Consent Agenda: (A) Accept August Tax Collector’s Report; (B) Accept July Treasurer’s 

Report and Financials; and, (C) Approve Resolution for Financing Terms of Fire Truck:  

Upon the motion of Commissioner Ellington, seconded by Commissioner Cochrane, the Board 

unanimously approved the consent agenda Items A, B, and C. 

 

Public Hearing on #ZC19-3, Filed by Caliber Partners, Parcel Number 137-152-02, Located 

at 12936 Albemarle Road, to Allow a Conditional Zoning Request for a Restaurant with a 

Drive Through:  Planning Director Hoard submitted the following memo to the Board. 

 



The applicant is requesting conditional zoning approval to allow a 2,300 square foot drive 
through restaurant. According to Section 5.2, Restaurants, with Drive Through are subject 
to conditional rezoning. Access will be Clear Creek Road. 
 

Conditional District decisions shall be made in consideration of identified relevant adopted 

land use plan. Conditional District rezoning is a legislative procedure under which the Board 

of Commissioners has the authority to increase, tighten, add, vary, modify or waive specific 

conditions or standards. In approving a petition for the rezoning of property to a Conditional 

District the Board of Commissioners may request reasonable and appropriate conditions. 

 

Michael Newman, MDV Engineering, said the 1.26-acre portion of the property located at 

Albemarle Road and Clear Creek Road would be part of the overall development of 137-152-02. 

Stormwater measures and open space would be implemented per the Town requirements.  Water 

and sewer were available to the site.   Mr. Newman said the parking lot would be screened using 

a four-foot masonry screen wall.  There would be no direct access to Albemarle Road, but access 

would come from Clear Creek Road; vehicular traffic would be right in and right out, only.   

 

Mayor Biggers asked the name of the developer.  Mr. Newman said it was Albemarle Road 

Associates, LLC.  Mayor Biggers thanked him for the detailed elevations.   

 

Commissioner Dalton asked if the road would dead end.  Mr. Newman said it would dead end with 

this project, but it may be extended sometime in the future.   

 

Mayor Biggers opened the Public Hearing.  

 

Mr. Pete Larsen, 9763 Fairview Road, said NCDOT plans showed Albemarle Road to be six lanes 

in 2025; he asked if the applicant had made provisions for the expansion of Albemarle Road.  The 

applicant said there had been no direct provisions made for the widening of Albemarle Road 

however they were abiding by the current setbacks.  Mr. Larsen noted Albemarle Road may be 

eight lanes by 2035. 

 

There being no further questions or comments from the public, Mayor Biggers closed the Public 

Hearing. 

 

Mint Hill Chamber of Commerce Week Proclamation: Mayor Biggers read the following 

proclamation: 

Whereas, the Mint Hill Chamber of Commerce works with the businesses, non- profits, 

merchants, and industry to advance the civic, economic, professional and cultural life of 

the Town of Mint Hill; and, 

 

Whereas, the chamber of commerce, known as the Mint Hill Business Association prior to 

2006, has contributed to the civic and economic life of Mint Hill since 1981 with many of 

its original members and currently more than 250 local businesses and organizations within 

their membership; and, 

 



Whereas, the chamber of commerce and its members provide citizens with a strong 

business environment that increases employment, the retail trade and commerce, and 

industrial growth in order to make the Town of Mint Hill a better place to live and work; 

and, 

 

Whereas, the chamber of commerce encourages the growth of existing industries, services, 

and commercial firms and encourages new businesses and individuals to locate in the Town 

of Mint Hill, acting as a liaison with the town, schools and business community; and, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Ted H. Biggers, Jr., do hereby 

recognize September 9 through September 13, 2019 as Mint Hill Chamber of Commerce 

Week in Mint Hill and call its significance to the citizens of the Town of Mint Hill. 

 

Witness my hand and caused the Seal of the Town of Mint Hill to be affixed this 12th day 

of September 2019. 

 

Ms. Joy Greear, Chamber President, and Ms. Paige McKinney, Executive Director, came 

up to accept the Proclamation.  They said they were excited to be part of the local Chamber 

of Commerce.  They thanked the Town Board for their support and said Mint Hill was a 

great place to live, grow and play.  They thanked the Chamber members and ambassadors.   

 

Commissioner Cochrane thanked the Mint Hill Chamber for allowing him to be the liaison.  

He complimented all of the past presidents, along with the current president, for making 

the Chamber so wonderful.                                                                                    
 

***** 

Mayor Biggers welcomed Benjamin Jeffers and Roman Durant in attendance from Troop 226 of 

Zion United Methodist Church. Mayor Biggers presented Roman and Benjamin with a Town Lapel 

Pin. 

***** 

Public Comments**:   

Troy Fultz, 15604 Country Lake Drive, Pineville, spoke about Meck Counts 2020.  Meck Counts 

2020 was the County’s initiative to encourage participation in the 2020 Census. The goal was 

every individual who lived in Mecklenburg County would be counted in 2020.  Mandated by the 

Constitution, the Census would take place every 10 years.  Census data was used to determine the 

number of representatives for each state; to allocate federal funds to local communities; to plan for 

resident needs; and, to make business decisions.  To learn more please visit: 

www.mecknc.gov/CountyManagersOffice/MeckCounts2020.  He asked the Town to refer anyone 

who wished to volunteer, in Mint Hill, to please contact him at  census@pinevillenc.gov . 

 

Cheryl Reid, 6411 Robin Hollow Drive spoke about the NC 51 widening project that would widen 

Highway 51 from Pikes Nursery to Lawyers Road.  She said an advisory board had formed to 

collect information and to gather suggestions to be presented to the Mint Hill Board of 

Commissioners.  The advisory board was looking for alternatives to the proposed plan.  She stated 

http://www.mecknc.gov/CountyManagersOffice/MeckCounts2020
mailto:census@pinevillenc.gov


NCDOT had suspended plan funding due to budget issues.  The main concerns, discussed by the 

advisory board, were safety (more trucks would be using Highway 51) and residential properties 

being rezoned to commercial.  Hopefully, she said, the advisory board could assist in bringing 

items to the attention of the Board of Commissioners.  She hoped the Board of Commissioners 

would be proactive instead of reactive.  There were 25 residents in attendance at the last advisory 

board meeting.  The impact would be felt by the downtown, subdivisions along Highway 51 and 

the local residents.  She stated they would like to be added to the agenda in the future. 

 

Karen Trauner, 8835 Brigadier Lane, spoke about the NCDOT widening project along Highway 

51.  The advisory board, she said, would love to be a part of the discussions with the Town and 

highlight the concerns and ideas of the residents.  She said, they would love to be plugged in.  She 

said it was a great thing so many individuals were interested.  She could only imagine if the 

property owners along Highway 51 were rezoned to commercial; she suggested the UDO be 

revisited ahead of time to keep things from getting out of hand.   

 

Robert Kinney, 2501 Weathersford Road, said the Board members were heroes, in their own right, 

as they were criticized and praised, online and in person.  He stated he was streaming the meeting 

online using Facebook Live because often times he wasn’t home in time to make the meetings.  He 

wanted to be more involved and would like to use the existing cameras in the Town Hall to make 

the meetings more accessible to residents.  If they streamed online then people could weigh in and 

give their thoughts about the items in real time.   

 

John Little, 3400 Dan Hood Road, said he knew nothing about the widening of Highway 51 until 

he learned about it on social media.  He would like to be given more information before things 

became surprises.   

 

Mayor Biggers thanked everyone for attending and speaking under public comments.  Mayor 

Biggers stated originally Interstate 485 was not to touch Mint Hill at all.  The original plan called 

for approximately 13 interchanges; once the developers got involved the whole plan was changed 

and expanded outward further into the County.  I-485 had been a blessing and a curse for Mint 

Hill as it allowed for multiple interchanges in Mint Hill; although it expedited traffic, it had 

increased wrecks and pollution.  He noted most of the County had very heavy traffic and delays; 

he cited I-77 and South Charlotte as examples.  He stated Highway 51 was the main alternate for 

Interstate 485 and it was used as an emergency traffic alternate.  He stated the Board had seen the 

newest plans at the May 29, 2019 NCDOT workshop held at Town Hall.  He cautioned residents 

not to believe everything they read on social media.  The Board had already deliberated and 

discussed the concerns raised tonight but he had learned through MUMPO/CARTPO, as the Chair 

and a member, that NCDOT was much more amenable when you work with them instead of 

fighting them.  He said the Town could stomp and fuss but, in the end, the State could make the 

decisions for State Roads and Highways.  He said the advisory board was not Town sanctioned 

though the Board of Commissioners would like to hear the ideas and concerns of the group from 

their chairperson.  He stated he, nor Commissioner Ellington, were running for re-election and he 

felt like it would be improper to appoint an advisory board with a new Mint Hill Board of 

Commissioners being elected in November.   



He asked Staff to give an update on the NCDOT delays.  Engineer Frey stated, late last week, he 

had been told the Map Act Repeal (https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/S71) had delayed 

projects until at least January.  He stated the reparations may exceed one billion dollars.   

 

Mayor Biggers stated his biggest concern was that Mint Hill had worked hard to create a small-

town atmosphere and downtown.  NCDOT would look at the project as a way to limit accidents 

and promote safety.  He said there were many subdivisions (e.g. Mintwood and Ellington Farm) 

with traffic that backed up and vehicles involved in accidents. He welcomed and appreciated the 

input of the community and asked them to work with Town Staff. 

 

Appointment to Park and Recreation Committee:  Upon the motion of Commissioner Dalton, 

seconded by Commissioner Ellington, the Board unanimously voted to appoint Kobe Riley to the 

open position on the Park and Recreation Committee with a term ending June 30, 2021.   

 

Other Business/Council Matters:   Commissioner Cochrane thanked the Chamber of Commerce 

from the bottom of his heart.  He said the Chamber Golf Tournament and Board meeting were 

successful.  He said the Family Fun Night was fun with Delta Fire.  He attended the 9/11 ceremony 

at the Fire Department and asked everyone to remember what happened 18 years ago.  He stated 

he had been the Chairperson for the Senior Citizen Christmas Party for 26 years and he had been 

unable to find a new volunteer Chairperson; he mentioned the Town had agreed to rent chairs and 

tables for the 500-600 seniors citizens that attended the luncheon (this year it would be held on 

December 7th at 11 a.m. at Independence High School) and he was very appreciative. 

 

Commissioner Ellington attended the Planning Board meeting, Chamber of Commerce Board 

meeting, Historical Society Board meeting and the Family Fun Night.   

 

Commissioner Dalton said the Fire Department meeting had been cancelled because of Labor Day 

but they were collecting supplies for Hurricane Dorian victims.  He attended the 9/11 ceremony 

and it was very moving.  He said Public Works did an outstanding job striping the area mentioned 

previously at Brighton Park.  He also echoed the sentiments of Mayor Biggers about Highway 51.   

 

Commissioner Newton attended Family Fun Night along with the Chamber golf outing and 

luncheon.   

 

Engineer Frey stated the Moving Wall would be in Mint Hill October 10-14, 2019. 

 

Chief Leath stated he appreciated the Board of Commissioners attendance at the 9/11 ceremony. 

 

Mayor Biggers announce the Annual Tina Ross Art in the Park on October 5, 2019 from 10-4; a 

ceremony would be held in her honor at 11 a.m.  He said Commissioner Ross had been passionate 

about everything but especially about events and art/recreation.  The Moving Wall would be at 

Veterans Park, open to the public 24/7, from October 10-14, 2019.  The Moving Wall was a replica 

of the Vietnam Wall in Washington, DC.  He said the Wall left everyone speechless and he 

encouraged everyone to come see it.  He noted volunteers were still needed. Mayor Biggers 

recounted his 9/11 memories; the Town Clerk, Beth Hamrick came back to his office to tell him a 

plane had hit the Twin Towers.  He had left New York the day before and knew the forecast was 

https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/S71


for a very clear morning.  When Clerk Hamrick came back and reported the second hit, he knew 

our Country was under attack.  He said he was very concerned for his friends in the air and the 

Country.  At that time security procedures were nearly non-existent and that was embarrassing.  

He said he recalled the grounding of all planes immediately following the attacks.  He said bad 

things had happened in the nation’s history but there was no other nation with the high standard of 

living that we had.  He stated after 9/11 everyone had come together as a nation.   

 

Closed Session for Approval of August 8, 2019 Closed Session Minutes: Upon the motion of 

Commissioner Cochrane, seconded by Commissioner Ellington, the Board unanimously voted to 

go into Closed Session for Approval of the August 8, 2019 Closed Session Minutes. 

 

Mayor Biggers said there would be no announcement when they returned. 

 

The Board agreed by consensus to re-enter Open Session; there was no announcement.   

 

Adjournment: Upon the motion of Commissioner Ellington, seconded by Commissioner Dalton, 

the Board unanimously agreed the meeting be adjourned. Mayor Biggers adjourned the meeting at 

8:02 p.m. 

 

      

Michelle Wells, CMC, Town Clerk 


